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A GREAT GATx}STROPHE.

FOUR VILLAGES DESTROYED.
BURSTING OF A STORAGE RESERVOLR IN MASSA-
CHUSETIS,

MANUPACTURING TOWNR SWEPT AWAY-TERRIDLE
LOSS OF LIFE—DESTRUCTION OF PROTERTY.

A frightful accident ocenrred on Bntrlrd_ll."
morning near Northampton, Mass., by which
@ great number of lives were lost and an im-
mense amount of property was swept out of
existence. On the upper part of Mill River, a
small tributary of the Connecticut, in Hamp-
shire County, there aro three large reser-
voirs fof the nse of the numerous factories
which line the banks of the stream along its
whole course. One of these burst saddenly
between 7 and 8§ a.m., and the imprisoned
waters were hurled with tremendons \-iulrr_m(-
wpon the villages below, while some of the in-
babitants were not yet astir, and others were
just going to their work, The gouthern half
of the village of Williamsburg was almost
obliterated. Thence the torrent swept over
Ekinnersville, Haydenville, and Leeds, destroy-
ine all the principal factories, and a great
aumber of dwelling-honses. The digaster was
so sudden that hardly anybody had time to
got ont of its path. The flood poured through
the narrow gorge formed by the hills on each
side of Mill River,demolishing everything before
. and carrying down an awful debris  of
shattered timbers, broken machinery, uprooted
troes, and mangled corpses. At Florence, five
miles below Williamsburg, the country Tie-
gomes more open, and there the torrent spread
itsclf over the meadows, and 8o gpent its
force. At Northampton, however, three miles
furthier on, the swollen eurrent of the river
demalished several bridges and interrupted
railway travel.

In the midst of the confusion which reigns,
no accurate estimate of the loss of life and
property has been possible. The latest re-
ports from the scene of the disaster will be
tonnd below ; and on the second page of Tue
Tumntxe i printed the detailed story of the
whole of thiz appalling eatastroplie.

—i— e
TATEST DETAILS OF THE DISASTEL.

A DESCRIPTION OF THE LOCALITY—THE RESERVOTR
ALWAYS THOUGHT TO BE DNSAFE—THE FIRST
WAILKING OF THE DANGER—ONLY THREE HOUSES
LEFT ETANDING IN LEEDS—TUE DAMAGE AND
LOSS OF LIFE IN WILLIAMSHURG, HAYDENVILLE
AND sKINNEHSVILLE.

Y TELEGHAPHATO TRE TRIDUNE.]

SrriNGRIELD, May 17.—The terrible catastrophe
which has swept away three whole villages in the
Connecticut Valley, carrying with them 130 lives
and o milllon of property, stands with o Bingle
purallel  in the world—the bursting of the
Brentfiel! reservoir in Sheffield, England, ten years
ago. The flood of Satarday, thongh Jess disnstrons
to life and property than that, was as unexpected
and as awful in its conssquences, The burating of
the uudermined wall was unanticipated, snd the
firsi warning that the people had on rising from
therr broskinst-tables was the sight of a mass of
drifi-woud, as high ns the eaves of a two-story
house, roaring down the road and sweeping every-
thing before it.  The whole country about is
Jike o gutter from which the mighty stream could
findd no daterad outlot, sud it had only to rush on to
the end of the valley, carryiog houscs, troes, and
humin beings like chups upon its breast. Its force
was soon spent, but ils truck was marked by deso-
Jation.  There was handly & living thing left, but
on all sides eould be seen dead cattle, horses, and
even dows, with here and there a corpse, perhaps,
Batiered aud disigured beyond recoguition.

THE LOCILITY,

Mitll River, the scene of the disaster, is a stream
of abont the width of the Nevonset. It risesin the
town of Williumsburg and runs south-easterly
nntil it empties into the Connectiont just below
Northawpron, On its banks are situated the mauu-
facturing villiges of Williamsbare, Skinnersville,
Huydeus ille, Leeds, Florenee, and Bay State Mills
The first three e in the town of Williamshurg, and
the last thres on.  The river, in the
t to severe drouths, the volume

Northampt

in

Buminier, bulng suljed

of water is kept aniform by two great reservoirs,
pne o Goghon and the other at Williamsborg,  The
valley of the river is pecubiar in its formation, being
very varrow, and not over 600 feet wide atany pluce.
At Skiunersvilie and Leeds it is extremely narrow.

The piver is luble to sudden freabeis, and, owing to
3te narow valley, rises to a great hight,

The Williawsburg reservoir hus always been con-
wmdered unsafe, and in tumes of tlood sevious appre-
hensions have been folt by the dwellers in the val-
ley. A soung gentleman in Haydenville told the
wniter that two years ago, at the tivie of o fheavy
rain, s father would permit none of the fawmily to

go to bedo bt kept them up with  lights
burong  all  night, #0 great was  his  ap-
profionsion  coneerning the Tesopvorr, The
rescrvoir % i the wvillage of Willlumsburg,
The two branches of the river meet, the west
branch coming from the Goshen and the east branch
from the: Willinmsbnrg reservoir. It had au ares ot

Mo seres, and it was made by damming up o valley

between two mountains, The dam was abont
0 feet Jong om  top. and  was 05 feet
wide at the bottom, sloping graduslly to
the top It consisted of an embankment

of ardinury grave!, in the center of which rose a wall
of wasonry of oidinary rabble-stone Luid in water-
*proof coment. This wall was four feet wide at the
base, and tapered wedge-like almost to a point ut the
top. hottom aad through the centoi of the
dutn exrended a 1%-inch iron pipe, about 50 feet long.
The waste water rao out of the reservoir at the top
thivueh a sluice-way on the right, close to which
was the gatrkeeper's house.

The great defect seams to have been in the wall of
mesonry at the dam; ulso inits width and moaterial.
This wall, 1t now appears, wae luid on the solid rock
bed on the west side. bat on the east the fonndation
was several feet bigher, and appeared to be laid on
uothing but the natural gravel. 1t was here that
the water was first seen leaking through the bot-
tom. Here was the fatal error of the consiructors.
Tohoueh the dam hias generally bwen considersd
ansafe, the County Commissioners viewed the work
when completed, six or seyen years ago, and pro-
mounced it sate. The wall was then, however, eon-
gealed from view, so that its faults of construction
would not have been noticed.

THE VILLAGE OF LEEDS,

Of the villuge of Leeds but very little remaine,
Mhere are but three honses standing on the east side
of the river, where formerly was situated the main
street and the village green.  Shortly after 7, saysa
wesident of the pluce, I heard an nousual noise, but
suppased it wis water rolling over the dam, and pud
o particular attention to i, Before 8 o'clock

o mndden alurm was given, and withio a few seconds
& wall of drifiwood as bigh as the caves of a two-
(#tory house was seen rolling wlone, carrying every-
thing before it, The dam supplying the muotive
Power of the Nouotuck Sk Company’s Inclory was
Lirst attacked, aud though this was o solid suracture,

W bent before at and then gave way. The
was  bnilt about 23 years ago Bt a
corl of 5000, and had a fall Tof 26 fet

,!I‘.'hl‘“: """If . The mill was only damaged slighitly.
: [ 'nmn.mmluum opposite 1he waterfall, owned
¥ the corporation, was swept from its foundations,

sund dows Malust, ovgr by bibls pivb ol

ground that was always so well cared for, and
thrown against two or three other boarding-houses,
which only escaped utter destruction by the jam
made, with the assistance of two or threo drifting
trecs. Then followed the destruction of the grist-
mill. The office of the Northampton Emery Wheel
Company and the hand-engine houso, with con-
teuts, were next in the order of destruetion, and
these were followed by the other buildings on the
brink of the river and on the main stroet.

Tonse after house tell. One of the oldest places
in the vieinity was thrown with vivlence against a
large el tree and uprooted it, and was only eaved
from utier ruin by a fortunate collision with a brace
of stronger trees. The village chapel, an edifice de-
voted to Evangelical preaching, followed, and two
or threo double houses. Then, with a crash, fell
Warner's button factory, snd the ruin of Leeds vil-
lage was complete,

INCIDENTS,

Thero are many incidents related of the flood and
the hairbreadth escapes therefrom,  The alarm
seems to have been heard by the residents, such as
is alleged to have boen given by a fleot horseman,
and the only intimation the people had of the im-
pending danger was when they first saw the
wall of debns approaching and heard ils
roar. In Mr, Quigley's house sat Mrs, Quigley,
two daugbters, and & school-teacher, named Miss
Marble, and, having jnst finished breakfest, they
were sitting talking when they heard the noise, and
retreated to the upper story,  While standing there
the main part of the honse was wrenched away,
loaving them with but o thin partition against the
swelling tide. Their eourage did not fail them,
liowever, and as they saw a neighbor named Huom-
phreys flosting by on o portion of the roof of his
honse, they raised the window and pulled him in,
They were all saved, as were, also, Mumphrey's wife
and mother, who each grasped a child and stood on
beds to keep them above the water,

Frederick Clough, o foreman at the buiton fae-
tory, heard the roar of the coming flood and
hastenod to Mrs. Bonney's honse, and told them to
floe, Mrs. Bonney obeyed, runving to the Lill,
Clongh seizing one of Mr. Ryan's children, a grand-
dangliter of Mre, Bonney, and begeod Mrs. Ryan
and Carrie Bonney to follow him, Lut they stood
fixed to the spot in terror and fraght. e fled with
the child. They remained with another ehild and
s0 were swept away. Mr Bonney's other daughter,
Aunie, flod from the mill and was saved,

Ryan Moran's tenement, on Main-st., was one of
the few that did not go off, being saved by the jam
above mentioned. The second story was, however,
flooded, and six children were found huddled be-
hind a bed in the chamber, up to their necks in
water and numb and balf dead with cold. One little
boy came floating down to Leeds on a board, from
somewhere above. Luckily, be steered for a liftle
knoll, not vet covered, and throwing away his
board, he elimbed to the bighest point of the knoll,
S1ill the water rose @ud only a spot as large as a
table remamned, when the water reached its great-
est hight aud the plucky fellow was saved,

PECUNIARY LOSSES,

It is exeecdinedy difficult to estimate the peen-
niary Joas, Both mills of the Critehlaw Ivory Dutton
Company were swept away, and the loss will prob-
ably be §100,000, The Emery Wheel Company loses
about 81,0005 the Nanatnek Silk Company loses its
dam, which will wake necessary ‘s suspension of
operations for some time, A, Hennessy, grocer, loses
store-house and horse, probably worth $5,000, and in
addition to this there are soveral tenement houses
owned by the several corporations and private per-
sous, all of which are now o complete wreck,

THE ALARM AT SKINNERSVILLE.

My, Jerome Hillman heard the Willinmsburg bells
ringing, and then the fearful rush of waties sonnded
in Lis ears.  He jumped on borseback and ran at full
speed toward Haydenville. Onee he looked belind,
and the air seemed to be full of flying timber.
Great trees were turning end for end; now
their enormous roots were in the air, and
{hen he wonld gee their truuks aud branches whirl-
ing ronnd. At the top of a perpendicular wall of
water, advanving down the valley, o feet high,
wore geen Nouses snd barns turning over,  He
reached Haydenville and wirned the hands in the
Brass shops, who all escaped in eatety, The alarm
wis canght up by others, and by guch means
many of the operatives down stream paved their
livea. Oue person, it appears, had the temerity to
rush 1o the Congregational Chnreh and pull the bell
rope; tmt it wonld appear that he, too, got fright-
ened, for but one or two peais wers heard before the
awful rusli was both seen and beard. Men and
wornen had to run to the nearest high ground for
sadely,

IN WILLIAMSRUNG,

Tt was in Williamshurg that the flood began and
where ita effects were most disnstrous to human life.
Fiftv-six lives woere lost in this single village.

The signs of rnin are most horribble, At
the empty Teservoir is seen the jagged walls of
the dam. Delow, for o thousand feet and

wore, the bed of stream 19 gonged out in chasms to
adepth of 80 fect.  Beyond, acres of wooidland have
entirely disappeared, leaving not o traee behind.

For miles the fertils meadows have been
destroyed  and  can never  be reeiined,
They are gullied anud compleiely

covered with sand and gravel, and imhedded with
great bowlders, many of toem weighing over a ton
apiece, Abount oue-third of the vitlage hias been de-
stroyed, the lood baviog cut o browd swath throogh
the place, carrying houses down the stream. The
Kiver, jnst below the meeting of the two branches,
changed its course, and leaving its old bed, has
spread out over the eutir dows, where it is now
runnivg. In this typieal New-Pugland village the
contrasts hetween prosperity and misery, beauty
and desolation, are gharp and sudden,  From tasiei
cottages, smooth lawns amd Wooming flowers, one
ptares at onee L0 seelcs of devpest woe, where the
gensred and seated ground, great shapeless massea
of spliuters which were once houses, or louses hulf
destroyed with their sides tom out, ur upside down,
are in place of the progperity of yesterdy mornlug,
Inthe hittle Town Hall are laid the recovered
hodies, ghastly and some mutilated and gashed by
the floating timbiére, wrapped in sheets, waiting for
friends to ilentify them,  Long strings of teams,
tiled  with  enrions  strangers, are  crossing
and recrossing the niver, where it flows over the new
bid it bas made for itself. Now aud then a wagon
comes in loaded with dead bodies jost recovered,
Great loads of  coltins are continually arviving,

and the bhearse pgoca  Daiskly  back  and
forth, followed by a few  moornems  on
foot. The people Lave too much to do to

wourn lopg, and the foperals, though many, are
brief. Under the bemloeks, in the grent cemetry on
the Lill-top, they nre digging thirty new graves, The
clothes ure nll wouted for the Liviog, and the dead
are buried in nothing but winding sbhoeets as of old,

The principal manufacturing establishments de-
stroyed in Williamshurg are the button-factory of
W, Spellmay aud the saw saod grist-mill of Adams
& Hitcheoek, 10 is impossible a8 yel to esti-
| mate the dgmage done in this village. The mill
of Aduwms & Hiteheock was valoed at $30,000 and
there was & valuable stock of grain and logs on
hand. The woolen mill of Henry Jumes was not
destroyed, botalarge part of the stock was lost.
Henry Birmingbam lost bis life while trying to
esonpe from the will. His whole family was also
lost, us was that of D, Johnson.

Among the sad meidents is thut of seven young
girls, who chmbed into an apple tree, thinking it
would stawd, but they were all swopt away.

The body of a little ehild, 4 years old, was fonud
witl i paa of new shoes iu bies Liand, lu the toes ol

the shoes were found fonr $20 bills, which the
mother had probably tried to save.

In an eddy, between Skinnerville and Willinme-
burg, were found the bodies of seven persons, in-
cluding those of Dr. Johnson and some of Lie family.

HAYDENVILLE,

The disaster overtook Haydenville at an inoppor-
tune moment. It was intended to have to-day de-
voted to servicos in the chureh in memory of ex-
Licut.-Gov. Joel Hayden, who died in November, and
in whose honor the place was named, He wasio have
been referred to by the minister delivering the ad-
dress a8 a may whose beat and most enduring moni-
ment was the town in which the second severest loxs
was felt. A quantity of flowers were sent from Bos-
ton to beantify the sacred edifice, and, to sdd to the
importance of the oceasion, Gov, Talbot, who married
one of Mr. Hayden's danghters, and Messre. i ildreth
and Brewster of the Exeentive Council, were to have
been present and had already arrived at North-
hampton. Two of the adwministrators of the
estate were also on the ground—Messre. Lin-
coln and Dalton of Boston, The town pre-
gented & pitinble spectable to-day. Dwelling-
honses ground to kindling wood, household goods
torn to fragments, huge bolders, machinery, and
mud-hedraggled remnants of clothing, mef the eve

at evory turn, From the Dbend in the
river, just below Skinnersville, where the
tidlsl wave partly changed the enrrent

of the stream to tho fork below the town,the
scenes of destruction wero truly appalling, A tal)
brick chimney, and part of the old fonndry, wers
all that rewained of the large brass works
of Hayden, Gere & Co.; and forther down,
the drift wood, the half-destroyed buildings, and
the mud-covered strects, attest the damago done.
Haydenville scems to have been unfortunately
situated between two river enrves, and hence, ab
one eud of the town, is to be seen the effecta of the
madly rushing torrent, in a sweep of highlands at
the other, the offects of the devastating under-
current of the backwater, as it receded from and
finally leaped over the lower bank, It wos about
cight o'clock when the flood came down, and to use
the words of a spectator *a man lived a lifetime
before nino o'clock.” The Lrass works were first
swept, by o wall of debris from fifteen to twenty feet
Ligh, and with the added momentum the flood went
over tho rosd-bed, devastating lawns and porticos
of Lousos, leaving & boiler 2,000 feet from its original
position, and placing it on an elev ated epot in front
of a houss, tearing out the stone pides of
the river and placing the boulders in the bed of
the channel or on tho sidewalk, and swecping
men, women, and ehildren into cternity, Wooden
honses were seen to eome bounding along like corks,
and from the interlor of more than one Was
heard the shricks of wives and dauguters, whom
their husbands and fathers had left a few moments
bisfore in fancied security. 1t was a sight which
paralyzed every beholder,  To less than an hour the
waters had subsided, and the search for bodies be-

gan.

S0 far 24 bodies have been recovered in the town,
and  the majority of those wers found to-
day inthe rear of elevated buildings, far removed
from the river brink.

These were removed to the chapel attached to the
Congregational Church, where cofling were sup-
plied, aud as friends camwe up they were sir-
rendered  to  them and the room va-
cated given fo the mnew arrivala, It was
here that bodies were found in the most horrible
condition, bruiged and cut and generally with every
vestige of elothing torn away. Between 20 and 80
dwelling-lionses were wreeked more or less, and the
gas works are entirely swept away.

The most borrible fate was that of the occupants
of two or three dwelling houses n  the
lower bend of the mniver, who were cub
off from from the highland and perished within
gight of neighbors, who were powerless to aid, The
only man in the smploy of the Havden & Gere Com-
pany who lost his life was a Frenchman named
Broddier, who ran back to the work-room to got liis
coat from where it was hanging after he was warned
to flee for s life.

The damage done to business 18 greater than in
some of the other places. Tayden, Gore & Co., who
cwploy about 50 men, yesterday issued a notice to the
effect that a large foree of workmen was wanted to
olear away the debiris of the old factory; that prefer-
ence woull be given those previously in
the employ of the firm. Al wages will
be paid as goon as the acconnts can be made up, and
anyone desiring work may have it by applying at
the temporary works, to be opened on Monday. The
firm estimates it loss at from $40,000 to §60,000 on
the handsome buildings and their contents, inclod-
ing the clegant oftices erocted by Joel Hayden, The
savings bank, Masonie Lodge, and six tencument
Louses are also lost, valned at about §1,500 each,

SRINNERSVILLE.
The most frightful havoe of all. as re-
gards extent of damage to property, tonk
place in Skinpersville. Though fewer lives
were lost  there than elsewhere.  Only three
houses are left  standing in  the  village,
Of these, two are at the lower end, near

Haydenville, and the other is that of Mr.
wm. Skinner, who fonnded the place, One
large honse lies on ats side, with the roof torn off.
Others have drifted against and crushed neighbor-
ing houses.

Rometimes the entire side of a house ie gone, show-
ing the whole arrangement of the interior, just as
i sometimes seen on the stuge.

Some are canted upon end, with the front door
opening toward the sky. Again, one sees high upon
the brauches of some tree a huge mass of splinters
with perhaps some broken picces of household fur-
nitare and fluttering serapsof apparel, showing that
there was once 4 house and a home,

The new house of Mr. Ekinner, an elegant and
sabstantial edifice, appears at first sight unin-
jured, but on geing in frout, the whaole colner
of the verandal is seen to betorn away, while water
fills the basewent aud is several fggr deep on the
;Iunl i‘luul‘ .

The warsr forcing 1t6 way nup from the basement
tried to lift the house from its foundations and
broke a great hole like 8 hopper, in the
near parlor floor, throngh which the furniture drop-
ped into the cellar,  The house was only saved from
the fute of its neighbors by the massive chimneys,
which securely anchored it to the ground.

Mr. 8. Kenner's silk factory was entirely demol-
ished, and the boiler was carried over 1,00 feet
down the river.

Mr. Skinuer estimes his total loss at #140,000, He
has lived in the place 20 years, and built it from
nothimg,

It is doubtful whether he will resume
business in the old place, it 18 8O
utterly  ruined, The whole econformation

of the village is ehanged and no one can tell where
Lis house or land belougs. Only four persous were

lost in this place,
FLORENCE.

When compared with the other villages through
which the terrible flood surged, Florence may be
snid to have escaped serions damage.

No person living there lost his life, The waters
there hnd the sweep of 100 acres of fine meadow
lund, and  roshed  over its enlarged borders
with the epeed of lightning, carrying AWay
everything which bad  been planted, and
covering the grass land with a foot of
two of soft earth on which is piled indiscriminately
several thousand cords of timber and building wi-
tenal of every kind.

A nnmber of bodies have bern recovered there,
nowever, the majority of them having been wdentis
ticdl ar belonging i Leeds Hay denville.

NORTHAMITON,
There was but swall dowage done, Nipe bodies 4

is nnderstood have been frecovered, and thoee have
been identified,

An iuquest has been ealled for by some
oll the  residenta of the immediate  dis-
trict and will be held, probably, beginning

to-morrow, the object being to find, if possible,

:rh]tjre the blame for the condition of the dam ought

o lie,

The Springficld Union is anthority for the state-
n-!ont that Gen, Edson of Hadley will introduece a
bill in Ilhn Legislature to-morrow for the relief of
tb'o uuﬂn:reru of Williamsbnrg and elsewhere,

Flf" bill will provide for the rebuilding and re-
pairing of roads and bridges destioyed by au appro-
priation from the State,

THE NUMBER OF LIVES LOST PROBABLY IN EXCESS
OF 10~A DETAILED ESTIMATE OF THE LOBSES
NOT YET POSSIHLE,

SPRINGFIELD, May 17.—The Iatest figures of the
It_wl of life occasioned by the breaking of the Wil
liamsburg reservoir make the total 144, divided as
follows between the three pinces: Williamshurg
60; Leeds, 49; Haydenville, 35, These figures only
represent the persons whose loss is positively known,
thuuzh the bodies of all have not yet been recovered.

Bodies arp constantly being found, and in some
cases those of persons not supposed to be lost, so
!.Iun_ it seems perfoctly wafe to say that the total loes
of life will excond 150, if indeed it does not more
neatly approach 200,

‘ THEP LOREES,

1_! 18 ntterly impossible as yet to give a detailed
estimate of the losses.  Aside from buildings de-
stroyed and damaged, bridges have been earried
away, roadsrained, and hundreds of acres of meadow
land rendered alimost valueless,  The total loss
must far exeend $1,000,000, and will probably come
nearer $2,000,000. The following is a general esti-
mate of the losses in the several places:

At Willlamsburg—W, H. Avoniss, flouring mill swept
away, $10.000; I, L. James, mill dawaged and left with,
out water-power, §20,000;  houses, barus, ete, gooe,
$40,000,

At Biinnervilie=Willlam Fkinner's silk factory and
twelve tenement houses destroyed, $150,000 ; othier houses
and barns, $12,000,

At Haydenvilie—Hayden, Gere & to.'s brase works,
mavings bank bolldings, and teocments swept away,
260,000 Hayden Tobacco Company’s mill carried off,
,000; Hayden Foundery and Machine Company's
works damaged 85,000; othier houses nnd slores, 00,000 ;
gas works, $5,000,

At Leeds—Nonotuck 8ik Company, dam broken and
severnl buildiogs and bouses casvied away, 35,0003
George ¥, Warner's button factory destroyed, snd thres
tenements, §100,000; other houses, barng, &o., 20,000,

At Northampton—Emery Wheel Co., damage $2,000,

At Floreuce—The Florenco Manufacturing Company's
Brush Factary, damage to stock §,000; Nonotuck Silk
Company's Silk Mil partialiy toru away, sod stock
damwagoed §8,000,

The damage to the town of Williamshurg by the
loss of bridges, great destruction of rowds, and the
complete riin of the best meadow lands, is at prosent
incaleulable, but it is such as to seriously eripple the
town, Three bridges were carried away in the
village of Williamsburg ; one wooden aud two iron.
In the village of Leeds, one bridge was taken

[:fl“. and in  the vwillage of Florenco one
iron  and  two wooden bridges were swept
awav., Huyden, Gere & o, of Haydenville,

one of the most important ficms losing their establish-
ments, will bhave a card in The Springficld Kepublican
of to-morrow morning, saving that they intend to
rebuild their factory at once, and advertising for
workmen for that purpose.  Their employés will be
puid as soun as the aceounts can be made up, and the
firm offers aid to those of their workwen in need

of i,
— ——

CAUSE OF THE CALAMITY.

THE WILLIAMSBURG RESERVOIR NEVER, UNTIL RE-
CENTLY, CONSIDERED EAFE—STATEMENTS BY
THE GATEKEEPER AND AN OLD RESIDENT—THE
WOHK DONE IS A SLOVENLY MANNER—SPECULA-
TIONE ASTO THE DIRECT CAUSE OF THE BREAK,

SppiNGrInLp, May 17.—1t fappears  that serious
doubis a8 to the sufety of the reservoir have been
entertained ever since it was built, nine years avo.

The gatekeeper has several times expressed foars to

liis employers, calling special attention once to the

point where the break ocenrred; but the examiner

always reported everything safe. Vastly more im-

portant testimony than this of Lhe gatekeeper, how-

ever, 18 that furnighed by Mr. Lewis Dodman, a life-
long and well known redident of Williamsburg
and for many years counected with its manufactur-
ing iuterests, Mr, Bodman is thoroughly familiar
with the reservoir, which he helped to pay for,
being at that time the owner of the James wmill,
which hie sold to Mr. James six years ago. A re-
porter of The Springficld Lepublican had an interview
with Mr. Bodman Saturday evening. He gave his

opinions  with  great  frunkuess, He savs
thae  the proprietors were not  Batis-
fied with the TORETVINT when it

was built, and felt that it was not safe. Mr. Bodman
accompanied the late Lieut.-Gov, Hayden, when the
reservorr was first filled, which was not until the
Spring of 1506, and says that they both expected to
soe & break at that first triak It manifested no
gpecial weakness, however, and at various times
gubsequently it was strengthened, the most import-
aut of such operations and one of the most recent
being the ¥ rip-rapping.”

Mr. Bodman, however, confosses that he never felr
quite satisfied with the reservoir during the three
years of its Listory when he was mill proprictor,
and so part owuer of it. Sinee then he has maju-
tained his interest in the mannfscturing enterprises
so fully s to keep himself woll informed of the con-
dition of the reservoir, and he says that Le has be-
come better satistied with it though 1if he
bad been wked whe cay before the Qlsasiel
whether  he  econsiderced it safe, he would
bave unhesitatingly rveplied in the aflirmative,
Indeed, Mr, Bodman did thns assure a townsman,
wha =ete o weck Ao, as if with some admonition
of the fate that overtook Lim on Saturday, particu-
larly questioned him as 1o whether there was not
danger that the reservoir would give way. This
opinion of its safety Mr. Bodman says was culu-
cided with by all the manufacturers, who, he re-
marked, had the most reason to feel anxiety if there
were any grounds for it a8 haviog most at stake iu
‘the matter,

Upon being more closely questioned a8 to his
opinion of the coutractor of the reservoir, Mr, Bod-
an gave an opinion which fully confirmed the im-
pression that the reporter bl teceived from a visit
to the ruins, namely, that the work, asa whole, was
pot satisfactory, and that the upper third of the
wall was built in a slovenly manner.  He says that
when the contractor bad reached this stage it was
getting late in the Fall and cold weather woas com-
ing on. The engineer wis sick some of the time and
did not exercise so constunt and close & supervision
as his position demanded, aud the contractors
hurried up their work a8 rapidly as possible, with
too little regard, Mr. Bodman thinks, to the quality
of their work. Notwithstanding, however, Mr, Bod-
man's confession, that both he and the otler pro-
prictors of the Teservoir were dissatistied with the
style of construction, it wis examined and seeepted
by the Commissioners of Hawmpden Conuty, who
havealso, since then, more than obee examined it
and advised as to repalts apou it

The direct cause of the disaster, aside from the
peneral weakness of the dats, wust reman i sio-
ject of speculation. The gute-keeper deteoted o
stgn of danger when be wade an exsmination at
early dawn, and what the last straw was that broke
the great back of the rescrvoir can never be
definitely known.  Perbaps as satisfactory s theory
ak any is the oue advanced by @ mau T har with
the case that  the  frosts b started  the
enrth, s that the water bad  found nomerous

Litghe sourscs thirough b, which Budliy waed ol

tho first mass of earth Saturday morning and at
onee precipitatod the eatastrophe. The gatekeoper,
a8 already raid, has at various times feared a hireak,
from the fact thatastreamof water flowod con-
stantly throngh the bottom of the gateway, while
there wore also a number of small streams, some of
them guite minute, along the bottow on althor side
of the center,

Tt is & enrious fact that, whilo the gate-keeper has
always folt most anxious of the spot where the
break actually came, the proprietors of the reser-
voir, who had fears a8 to its safety, felt afraid of the
opposite side. As to these little streams of water, i
geutleman familiar with the construction of reser-
voirs says that it is quite impossible to con-
structk  such a dam  so  that thero shall
be absolutely no show of water on the lower side.
This gentleman was fully conyersant with the con-
struction and character of the Williamsburg reser-
voir, and says that be never felt there was ground
for alarm in such small streams as trickled through
it. The soil, he says, was full of springs, and from
these springs, be thinks, came most ol the listle
water-flows.

————
INCIDENTS OF THE OVERFLOW.
WONDERFUL ESCAPE OF MRS, HARDING AT LEEDS—
NARIROW ESCAPES FROM DROWNING—RELIEF
MEETINGS AND AID FOR THE FLOODED DISTRICT
—FUNERAL SERVICES AT WILLIAMSBUILG.

SPRINGFIELD, May 17.—0f thrilling incidents and
interesting details there is absolutely no end.  From
a large mass collected Ly the reporters of The Ke-
publican, in the various villages, the following are
selected as the most striking :

A MIRACULOUS ESCAPE FROM DROWNING.

A most wonderful resone, and probably the only one
of an adult person, from the floud itself, at Leods, was
that of Mre. Mary €. Harding, o sister of Miss Marla
Clark of this oity. Ebe was at work on the second foor
of the Nonotuck silk factory when the alarm was given,
and fuardly had she reached): the ground when
the shout was raised, * Run across the bridge! Bhe
started, leading the whole company. Hut soon the eries
were of another sort.  **Come back® and * Pon't go
over® wore sonnded on every sido. Tt waa too late for
Mrs, Harding, though. Buo was on  the bridge,
and gotng bock was as perilons as golang for-
ward, Bhe ran oe sellom woman ran before, und no
sooner had she, and perhaps halt a dozen others reached
the further shore, than an lmmeuse mass of debris
struck the bridge, which went down with a craal, car-
rying with it six or seven «irla and women, who were
fust s little too late. Tho woman kept on mnning for
Hoss's store, wakiog, as she oavers, pretty good time,
while her compantons who had crossed the brudge, en
tered the fated boarding-Kouse, Bhe passed the
little gote near the bridge, -aud ., just got through
the larger gato  Dbelow  the - steps lending
to the store, when the water suzbed up, carrled uff the
gate and threw Ler dowu near the lower stalr. Luckily
two men were on the bank and she was drawn up, and
not & minute too goon, for Just then the stepa went off
and the three had to seek safety higher up tho shore, The
escape from the bridge, from tho desconding debrls,
from the chances of entering the house as ber com-
panions did ; aod from the water afterwards, mukes Nra,
Harding's case o |most marvelous one, Bhe only, of
the 13 who started over tho bridge, was saved,
It so happened tbat one of her rescuers was Willie
Bwift, tho lover of her roow-mate, MaryaWoodward, who
was swept away 1o the tule, Mre. Hardiog lost everye
thing she had, ber property beingin the boarding-house,
*But, thoroughly wet and somewhat bralsed us shio was, 3
ghe went pluckily to work, spending most of the after-
noonj attending to the dead and the bereaved Jiving,
starting ot night with friends for this eity.

OTHER SCENES AT LEEDS,

One of the saddest cases was that of three French chil-
dren, nelther of thom over nine years old, who sat
among the living snd the dead, in Mr. Warnere's house at
Leods, and told questioners that they could not find
three sisters and & brother and thelr mother, but that
their tather was safe] and attendlog to the dead people.
But many well knew that the brother and sisters were
among the dead; yet no one bad the heart to bresk the
terrible news to the children. Two of the little oncs
have been adopted by Mr. Hilleit, ouo of the oversocrs
of the silk factory.

Mr. 1L I, Tilton of Willlnmsburg was earrying his
aged mother, Barah 11, Snow, to a plisce of safety, when
the unrelenting waters selzed them. Mra, Suow was
-earried awny, whils he grasped & iree about 15 fect
high, growing on s bank, and was eaved, though the
waters reached and swaved him, Messrs, Harmon and
Rbondes, Living In the same honse, got across the street
futo another dwelling, the lower story of which was
flooded, but some apple trees broke the foree of the
wive, and the honse stond.

Three men, J. M. Stephenson and two new hanids
whose names are not known, fearing the safety of the
bourding-houss, in wileh they wore with w pamber o

others, would give way, despite the  eutreatios
of thelr  mssoctates, left it and  elimbed
an  apple-tree  mear by, The latter  fell

under them and they were drowaed, wille thuss at - the
board ng-house remained unharmed, One man ven-
ured upon the roof of the boardine-house, anid though
1t ernmbled upder i he elung to it and saved bis life,

John Atkins, foreman of the weaving-roow, died i

saving the lives of bis wife and two children,
RELIEF FOR THE SUFFERERS,

The citizens of Willlamsburg held & town meeting on
gatarday evening, and appointed a committes 1o ratse
subiseriptions, look after the destitute, and organtas the
senrch for the missing.  Nortbampton sud the adjotning

towns have been sending in suppiles of  food,
clothing, and money sines the  dizaster, aud
contributlons  wete taken up for the sufferers

in the churches thronghont Western Mussachusetis to-

day. The collections o the churches of Springfleld

amonnted to about §2,000, and the subseripiion papers
will swell this amount to about $5,000. Al the larger
towns and elties are organiging reliel sociotics,

The funeral of nine victims of the disaster took place
in front of the Congregationn] Chiurch at Willlamsburg
about 3 o'clock p. m. Seals wore arranged in the yard,
and the presiding ministers hud chairs on the steps, and
the prrml.-un“nuw w.En erowded, Clergywoen frow the
L0rroinding towns condaated the services

————

CONDITION OF THE RUINED RESERVOIR.

A SKETCH OF THE APPEARANCE OF THE RUINS—
MISTORY OF THE CONSTRUCTIUN OF THE RESCR-
VOIR—1T5 DIMENSIONS,

SpriNGrieLp, May 17.—A reportor of The Repub-
lican, who examined the rnins of the reservoir a few
hours after the disaster, describes the geueral aspect
as follows:

Tue castern section of the reservoir, on which the first
brosk occurred, Lus disappeared from the top to the
Lase, with the exeeption of & fow rooks at the boitow,
almost to the castern bank, Near the center of the
stream the stoue wall which Inciosed the iron tube re-
matns almost intact on the upper side, hut on the lower
side & considerable number of stones have been carried
awiy by the force of the torrent. The weatern half of
the reservoir lias suffored less serioualy, thoogh even on
that slde only the extreme portion, whers comparatively
uttle of the pressure catue, rewains uninjured. Much
more of the base of the stone wall, however, remaios
kere than on the other side, so that cue can walk upon
the remaing of it to the very center of the stream.

Of the whole extent of the reservoir, as it stood on
Aaturday morning, it s safe to say that not one-sixth
now remafns, The feature that most fmpresses one
about the ruins is the smaliness of the stone wall when
cowpared with the lwmense cxtent of water which the
reservolr held, This wall was understood to be eight
teet thick at the base, Upon measuring a section of it,
however, as it stood lutact, sowme ten feet above the bad
of the streamw, the reportor found it lacked about thres
inehes of betug six feeb across.  The upper third
of the wall as oue looks across  the
chinsm at what remulned on the eastern gide, canuot fall
to strike the nvernge observer, possessing ouly the lufor-
wation and Judgwent of cominon sense, a8 seriously
Lneking in thotoughness apd stability. Without applying
the tegts whick experts in such matters will doubtless
suon put to it, m epectator from the oppesite bank can
hardiy restrain the judgment of “ flimsay," as he viows
the upper portion of the wall: and the gewveral impres-
sion from an inspection of the wall, ns » whole, i that it
Incked the strongth which o proat a steaio deianded.

MISTORY OF THL RESERV 0L,
The reservoir wis oue of w systen of disms and reser-

Williamsburg Reservolr Company, which included all

the f ing on the livo of Ml

River from Willlamaburg fto Northampton, 1t was sit-

uated on the cast branch of Mill River, about three

milea from the village of Williamabnrg, in the north-
eastern corner of Northampton, The stream whioh sap-
plied it has its rise only about thres miles sbove
the reservoir, and after joining the west braoch
at the village of Williamshurg torms Mill River proper,
whichh flows throgh Haydenville and Florenee apd
cmpties into the Connpecticat Iiver at Northawpton,

The reservoir was constructad In the Bummer snd Fall

of 1565, though It wus not fllled and vsed until she

following Bpring. Emery . Wells of Northampton and

Joel Bassett of Enet Hampton were the contractors, and

the cost was §15.000.

A stone wall waa flrst hullt, which was stipulated to
rise from a width of eight foet at the base pan to twe
feet at the top, which lstter was 42 foet above the bed of
the stream,  This wall was contracted to be lald in the
best known eement, and the projectors claimed it would
Do s strong as o siugle sbaft of granite. Eoveloping
thls wall on either sule wad & mass of earth, whieh
sloped down on the water side ot an apgle of 20 dogreos,
and on the lower slde ut an augle of &5 degroes; a lst-
ernl aection of this earthen support measurod aboat 130
foet at the base, the groater mass of which was on the
water wside, At the center of the wtream,
inclosed in @ stons  wall, running at right
angles to the wain wall of tho reservoir, ran an
tron tube of two feet dismaeter, for controlling the flow
of water, extending, of course, & {ew feet beyond this
eastern wall, at both extremitics of ite base, This wall
of earth, 120 feet widi st bottom, was 16 feel across st
the top, coveriug the erest of the stoud wall, two feet in
depth, io order to prevent danger from frost ; andalone
its top furnished a good drive-way. The water never
rose quite to the crest of the dam, being kept nbout two
foet below that line by moans of o waste-way at the
western side.  The reservolr coversd an nrea of ona
hundred and eleven acres, and its average deplh was
twenty-four feet.

THE RESERVOIR AFTER THE DREAK—THE MAMGNRY
WORK ALMOST TOTALLY DESTROYED-THE BED
OF THE STREAM TORN UP AND TUE LAND DOTTED
WITH STONES,

SpRINGFIELD, May 17.—The scene at the votus of
the reservoir is thus described by a reportes of Tha
Republican :

All through the eenter nothing remwains of the hich
wall of stone and earth, which rose to u LIZLE of 40 foet
in the bed of the stream, save the stone work running
stright angles with the dam at the bottom whieh ju-
closed, the gateway. In the very bed of the siream nothe
ing 18 lett, and where the water now flows harm-
lessly along its anclent channel, not a stope remains
trom top to bottom, A small portion of the eastern pars
of the reservolr, and & large section of the western still
remain ; o all perbaps a sixth of the orizinael extent,
broken and Jagged on the edges,  Abuve the eye swoeps
over the bed of the reservoir, & tract of 118
acres, covering the south-casterly coruer of the
town of Willinmsburg, near the Conway line, This land
nestied among the hills is, for the greater part, tolerably
level, aloping of eourse more oF l¢54 on overy wile, und
dotted over o large part of its surfaco with the stuwps
of trees that formerly oceupied it

Below the peservoir the sight ls most impressive: the
wast wass of water suddeniy let loose upd dashing down
the narrow valley has wronght such devastation a8 ono
would not have bolieved possible without seclogit, Tue
very bed of the stream has been cut in places many
teet bLelow  its  origloal eourss, and for a long
distance the valley I8 dotied, and  sometines
erammed with huge rocks torn from the walls of the
reservoir, while the trees, that In many places lined it4
banks, have quite vanlslied, and those that marked tho
onter edge of the torrent are all tatteredjand torn. lu-
deed, as one stands on the remalning wall of tho roscr-
volr aod looks about, the scene is most desolate avd b~
pressive,

S

THE GATE-KLEEPER'S STORY.

IS EXAMINATION OF THE RUSERVOIR ON SATURDAY
MORNING—THE DISCOVERY OF THE BREAK—EP-
FORTS TO AVERT THE CATASTROPHE—=THE FIRST
WARNING TO TIE PEOPLE OF WILLIAMEBUNG,

SprNGFIELD, May 17.—A representative of The

voire ywued Ly b corporabion cailod the Ml Ryec aud

Republican made a carcful study of the rescrvoir, the
origin of the disastor, and the condition of the ruine,
in the conrse of which he had an interview with the
man who first discovered the trouble, Ths report
as follows:

A little below the reservoic on the western bank, bog
out of papge of the food, stands u small, dismai-looking
dwelling to which lives the gatekeeper, Tis i icorgo
Cheuey, 6 man of AboUt 35 yeara, upparcatly au honest
and well-meaning individual of little edueation, aod no
wore than ordinary intelligenee.  He los beld the place
nearly throe years, his  duty belug to attend to
the opening aod [shattlog of  the  gates, keep
close woteh of tha coudition of the reser-
voir, and report to hisemployers anything which seeu a
to demand atteation. It lus been fus practice, dpon rs
jug in the morniog, to go out and Juspeet the condition
of nffairs, e went ont a9 usual on Saturday moriiog
about 6 o'olock. Everythiog looked all righr. The res-
ervole wis us full as it had been for several dava. The
water was fowlog out of the wasteway on the wost slds
past lils house, the gateway haviag boen clowal for &
fortalght, There was no sign of the mpendiog catastre-
phe, sud Chepey returned to hia house.

The ,family, ineluting his wife, several ehifleren, and
his father, sut down to breakfast, They were juat inish-
{og the mesl when a great noise was heard, and the old
mnu, who was stundiug at ona of the esstern windows,
exclalmed, * For God's sake, George, look therel”
About forty feet tu length of the bottom of the reservolr
on the east slde, just beyond the gate, was shooting
down the stream, Cleney seems to bave realized the
situation and the emergency at once, With a single oye
to the discharge of his duty, and almost, as oue
would infer from hearing bhim tell the story,
witbont stopping to ecouslder the danger involved,
hie ruslied down to the gate and let on the water full
bedd, o the hope that this might possibly affurd relief
and avert the threatening danger. This done, he paused
a momens to lnvestigate the eondition of the wall whers
the break had taken place, A glanee showod him chat 18
conld hardly fall in 8 fow mioutes to give away entirely.
Streams of water us large o8 & man's arm were foreing
thetr way through, new ones appeariug every momest.
The wall waa constantly crumbling awsy. Ila ulier
downfall was evidently only @& question of
miggles, Cheuey rusbed up to his  house and
told lis father he was golog o tho
viilage to warn the poople. Togrether they hurried to
the barn, & few rods helow, and whlle Chioney was throw-
{ug s bridle upon his horss his father cut him n stick,
Leaplng upon his horse's buek and plying vigoronaly his
lash, he rodo st topmost sposd down the romd that
skirted the streams, back to Willismsburg, coveriog the
tlires miles, ho thinks, {n 15 winates, It was thea about
7:30 o'clock.

Driving tothe house of Mr. Spaliman, who bad gen-
eral charge of the resorvoir, he summaonsd that gentle-
wan from his breakfast-table to startle him with, * The
reservolr 18 going.” Tt was but the night before thad
Cheuey had been talking with him about the reservolr,

and both had agreed that everypuing looked all right
for the Bummer. [t is not steange, therefors, that Spell-
man could not at first credit the & e thoagbs
the man b lttle “ seared,” and to his sturthiug snnounce-
mens replied, * No, it can't be possitile.’ But Chenev
quickly told him about the giving way of the carth and
the streams of water running through, and soon cou-
vitced him that the dauger wes most imwinent. The
first duiy was to warn the people further down Lbe
stream. Cheney’s horse was cxlausted, and Spellman
directed him to #o to the livery stable, whers agaln
zmmul momeits were lost 1n couviveing the

s people that the messenger’s story conld be troe.
Finally, 8 horse was mado ready, aud o fresn man gob
off 10 potify the dwellers furthor dows the streat.

——

THE STORY OF THE GREAT CALAMITY.

A BURST OF TORRENTS—FIRST SIGNS OF THE DISAS-
TER—MULTITUDES OF PFOPLE CUT OFF BY THR
FLOODS—AN AWFUL SPECTAULE—THE THACK OF
THE DEVASTATION.

[FROM THE SPECIAL CORRESFONDENT OF THE TRIBUNE.)

NORTHAMPTON, Mass., May 16.—The terrible dis-
aster which broke upon the manufacturing villages
in the valley of Mill River this morning was so sud-
den in its coming and so swift in the accomphish-

ment of its work of destruction that it is almost im-

possible to find any one who can give a clear avd

accurate secount of the calamity. Yery few of
those who happened to be fu the path of the torreny

s it swept down from the hills escaped to tell theip

adventures; and of tho inhabitants of the devas

tated villages who wese fortunately a litte removed




